
FINDING OF NO HISTORIC PROPERTIES AFFECTED 

Pedestrian Bridge over State Route 21/Augusta Road 

GDOT P.I. 0013549, CHATHAM COUNTY 

GP - 160208-001 

Description of the Undertaking 

GDOT Project No. 0013549 is state funded.  This document fulfills the Department's obligations 
under the Georgia Environmental Policy Act (GEPA). 

The proposed project would consist of the design and construction of a pedestrian bridge over 
State Route (SR) 21/Augusta Road in Port Wentworth and a sidewalk to the nearest intersection 
of Rice Mill Road and SR 21/Augusta Road; approximately 300 feet north of the pedestrian 
bridge (see attached Project Location Map).  The pedestrian crossing would serve the population 
of a growing Rice Mill Subdivision and the newly constructed Rice Creek School.  Residents 
would be able to use the crossing to safely cross SR 21/Augusta Road to take their children to 
school, and access goods and services provided by a new development, with Publix Grocery as 
an anchor, on the northeast portion of the SR 21/Augusta Road and Rice Mill Road intersection.  
The project would be constructed using a Design-Build process.  Minor additional required right-
of-way is anticipated.   

The area of potential effects (APE), as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(d), is the geographic area or 
areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause changes in the character or 
use of historic properties if any such properties exist.  Because of the nature and scope of the 
undertaking, the area of potential effects (APE) is limited to the project view shed and the 
proposed right-of-way.  No potential for indirect effects outside of the APE is anticipated as a 
result of implementation of the proposed project. 

Identification of Historic Properties 

Existing information on previously identified historic properties was checked to determine if any 
are located within the APE of this undertaking.  This review included National Register listed 
properties, pending National Register nominations, National Historic Landmarks, and the 
updated Georgia Historic Bridge Survey (GHBS).  No properties listed in or nominated for 
listing in the National Register, National Historic Landmarks or bridges determined eligible for 
inclusion in the National Register were identified within the proposed project's APE.  The 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Chatham County survey dated 1993 and the Georgia 
Natural, Archaeological, Historic Resources GIS (GNAHRGIS) was also consulted and one 
resource was identified; GNAHRGIS # 249983 (Houston Baptist Church and Cemetery) within 
the proposed project’s APE.   

The potential consulting parties invited to comment on the undertaking in accordance with 
Section 12-16-4(b) of GEPA were the Coastal Regional Commission, Chatham County 

0013549 
4/7/16 



Commission, Chatham County/Savannah Metropolitan Planning Commission, Port Wentworth 
City Council, and the Houston Museum.  The consulting parties were informed of our efforts to 
identify historic properties by consulting existing information and the results of those efforts and 
asked to provide information on any unidentified National Register listed or eligible properties 
within the project's APE by a Notification dated December 22, 2015 (see Notification in 
Appendix).  A response was received from the Georgia SHPO by memo on February 8, 2016. 

One property 50 years old or older was identified within the proposed project's APE in the 1993 
DNR Chatham County survey and on GNAHRGIS as site number 249983 (Houston Baptist 
Church and Cemetery).  No additional historic properties were identified as a result of the field 
survey.  The property was originally surveyed in 2000 and again in 2004.  The 2004 Cultural 
Resources Survey of the Rice Hope Plantation Tract, Chatham County, Georgia completed by 
Brockington and Associates, Inc. identified the church as architectural resource CH-RH-001 and 
cemetery as archaeological site 9CH1053.  Both the church and cemetery were recommended not 
eligible for the NRHP.  The SHPO concurred with the finding in a letter on file at the Archives 
and History Department in Morrow, Georgia – Box RCB 63027.  The property was reevaluated 
due to the age of the original survey.   

The National Register Criteria of Eligibility were applied and that property was determined not 
eligible for listing in the National Register, maintaining the original findings of the Department 
of Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Division (HPD). 

However, because the property contains a cemetery, the boundary of the property will be marked 
on plans and will be avoided.  

Determination 

Based on the results of our historic property identification efforts, no properties listed in or 
considered eligible for listing in the National Register were located within the APE of this 
undertaking.  Therefore, there is a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this undertaking 
in accordance with Section 12-16-4(a) of GEPA. 
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

 

Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

 
 

 

NOTIFICATION 

Initiation of GEPA Process for 

GDOT Project 0013549, Chatham County 

SR 21 Pedestrian Bridge 

December 22, 2015 

The Georgia Department of Transportation (Department) is in the beginning stages of project 

development for this proposed transportation project.  In compliance with the Georgia 

Environmental Policy Act (GEPA) the Department has determined that because of the nature and 

the scope of this undertaking, the proposed project has the potential to cause effects to historic 

properties if any such properties exist in the project area.  The Department is attempting to 

identify historic properties already listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and 

any properties not already listed that would be considered eligible for listing that are located 

within the geographic area of potential effects (APE) of the proposed project. 

 

The proposed project would consist of the design and construction of a pedestrian bridge over 

State Route (SR) 21 in Port Wentworth to also include sidewalk up to the nearest intersection of 

Rice Mill Road/ SR 21 (see attached location map).  The pedestrian crossing would serve the 

population of a growing residential neighborhood and a new school. Residents would be able to 

use the crossing to safely cross SR 21 to take their children to school, and access goods and 

services provided by Rice Hope and Rice Creek developments.  The project would be 

constructed using a Design-Build process.  Minor additional required right-of-way is anticipated.   

 

Because of the nature and scope of the undertaking, the APE is limited to the proposed ROW and 

viewshed of the proposed project, within which all construction and ground disturbing activity 

would be confined.  No potential for indirect effects outside of the corridor is anticipated as a 

result of implementation of the proposed project.  

 

In accordance with GEPA, existing information on previously identified historic properties has 

been checked to determine if any are located within the APE of this undertaking. This review of 

existing information revealed that no properties listed in or nominated for listing in the NRHP, 

no National Historic Landmarks and no bridges determined eligible for inclusion in the  

NRHP in the updated Georgia Historic Bridge Survey (GHBS) are located within the proposed 

project's APE.  One property 50 years old or older was identified within the proposed project's 

APE in the 1993 Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Chatham County Survey and on 

GNAHRGIS as site number 249983 (Houston Baptist Church and Cemetery).   

 

Field surveys for both historic properties and archaeological sites will be conducted and the 

Criteria of Eligibility will be applied to determine if any of these sites are eligible for inclusion in 

the NRHP. 

 



Please advise us of any historic or archaeological resources of which you are aware that may be 

located within the area of potential effect for Project 0013549, Chatham County.  With your 

assistance, we can give these issues due consideration and integrate them into the development 

of the project’s alignment and design. 

 

By copy of this letter, we also are requesting information concerning historic and archaeological 

resources along the project corridor from the Georgia SHPO, Chatham County Commission, 

Chatham County/Savannah Metropolitan Planning Commission, Coastal Regional Commission, 

Port Wentworth City Council, and the Houston Museum.  Responses regarding historic and 

archaeological resources would be appreciated within thirty (30) days of receipt of this letter.  If 

you are aware of additional organizations or individuals interested in cultural resources in your 

area, please forward their names to the Department. 

 

A written response to become a consulting party for this project should be directed to: 

 

Charlotte Weber 

Historian 

HNTB Corporation 

3715 Northside Parkway 

200 Northcreek, Suite 800 

Atlanta, GA 30327 

 

 

Also, the following tribal governments are invited to participate in the GEPA cultural resource 

identification process for this project: Absentee-Shawnee Tribe, Shawnee Tribe, Eastern 

Shawnee Tribe, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Muscogee (Creek) National Council, Poarch Band of 

Creek Indians, and the Thlopthlocco Tribal Town.  Responses to this Notification regarding 

tribal concerns should be addressed to the attention of Mr. Jim Pomfret, the Department’s 

American Indian liaison at GDOT – Office of Environmental Services, One Georgia Center, 600 

West Peachtree Street, NW, 16
th

 Floor, Atlanta, GA 30308. 
 

In accordance with GEPA, the Department will assess project effects to any identified historic 

properties as preliminary project plans become available, endeavor to minimize harm to all 

identified historic properties and produce an Assessment of Effects report.  This document will 

be provided to all consulting parties for comment when completed. 

 

If you have additional questions or concerns regarding cultural resources in the project area 

please direct them to the following individuals: historic resource concerns can be can be 

addressed to Charlotte Weber (404-946-5712 or chweber@hntb.com); archaeological resource 

concerns, including cemetery and other human burials, can be addressed to Jim Pomfret 

(404-631-1256 or jpomfret@dot.ga.gov) of this office.  Questions concerning general design or 

location issues may be addressed to Andrew Hoenig (ahoenig@dot.ga.gov, (404) 631-1757) of 

the Department’s Innovative Delivery Office in Atlanta, Georgia.  
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Charlotte Weber, Historian 

  HNTB Corporation 

  3715 Northside Parkway 

200 Northcreek, Suite 800 

Atlanta, Georgia 30327 

 

 

FROM: Barbara L. Fisher  

  Environmental Review Historian 

  Historic Preservation Division 

 

 

RE:  Receipt of Early Coordination Information 

 

Project Title: PI 0013549: Construct Pedestrian Bridge over 

SR 21, Port Wentworth 

 

  Project Number: GP-160208-001 

 

  County: Chatham 

 

 

DATE:  February 8, 2016 

 

 

 

The Historic Preservation Division has received the early coordination 

information required by the Georgia Environmental Policy Act.  Thank you for 

submitting this information. We look forward to working with you in the future as 

this project progresses. 

 

 

cc: Dennis Cheek, GDOT  

 Terri Lotti, GDOT 

 Jim Pomfret, GDOT 

 Lupita McClenning, Coastal Regional Commission of Georgia 
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Survey Area Map (provided 1/13/16) 
 

 
 
 



Proposed Plans provided 3/30/16 
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