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Department of Transportation
State of Georgia

#2 Capitol Square, S.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30334-1002

March 11, 2002

Dear Citizen:

Thank you for attending the public information meeting for the proposed widening of Cusseta Road/Old Cusseta Road/C.R. 62 from Fort Benning Drive to Staunton Drive, and for the construction of an I-185/Old Cusseta Road interchange and realignment of Farr Road in Muscogee County, Georgia.  In this handout package, you will find information about the need for and purpose of the project, a description of the alternatives and design features and a project location map.

As you enter the room, you will notice displays of the proposed project.  Department of Transportation representatives, who can be identified by the nametags they are wearing, are available to discuss the project and answer your questions.  Please take this opportunity to discuss the project with a DOT representative.  There will be a March 21, 2002 formal presentation.

You may also complete a comment card and deposit it into the box provided here or send in written comments about the project until March 18, 2002.  Written comments should be sent to Mr. Harvey D. Keepler, State Environment/Location Engineer, Georgia Department of Transportation, 3993 Aviation Circle, Atlanta, Georgia 30336-1593.  All comments will be made a part of the project record.  We hope you will take advantage of one of these opportunities to let the Department know your view of the proposal.

The displays and plans will be available for review for ten days after the meeting at the Georgia Department of Transportation Area Engineer’s Office, located at 3600 Schatulga Road, Columbus, Georgia.  A copy of all comments received will be available for public review at this same location and at the Office of Environment/Location, 3993 Aviation Circle, Atlanta, as soon as the compilation is completed.

Again, thank you for attending this meeting and for giving us your comments.

Very truly yours, 

Thomas L. Turner, P.E.

Director of Preconstruction

Attachments

NEED AND PURPOSE STATEMENT

Cusseta Road/Old Cusseta Road/C.R.62 Widening and Reconstruction

Project STP-8000 (8), Muscogee County

P.I. Number 350890

The proposed project is the widening of Cusseta Road/Old Cusseta Road/C.R. 62 from Fort Benning Drive to Staunton Drive in Muscogee County, Georgia, a length of approximately 2.0 miles.  The existing two-lane roadway from Fort Benning Road to Farr Road would be improved to a four-lane roadway with curb and gutter; a 20-foot raised grass median, sidewalks in each direction and bicycle lanes in each direction.  The existing two-lane roadway from Farr Road to Staunton Drive would be improved to a two-lane roadway with curb and gutter and sidewalks, a center turn lane, and bicycle lanes in each direction.  The proposed design speed limit is 35 mph.

The proposed widening and reconstruction of Cusseta Road/Old Cusseta Road/C.R. 62 would provide continuity with existing sections at its western and eastern termini.  The western project terminus would tie into the existing four-lane section along Fort Benning Road.  The eastern terminus would end where Old Cusseta Road enters Fort Benning.  The termini are logical for this project because the project would replace the existing two-lane link between an existing four-lane roadway and a four-lane roadway in Fort Benning with a three- and four-lane roadway to provide continuity along the route.

The purpose of the proposed project is threefold and addresses roadway capacity, safety, and economic development.  These issues are described below.

Roadway Capacity

The existing two-lane roadway does not have sufficient capacity to carry existing and predicted future traffic volumes at an acceptable level of service.  The proposed project would improve roadway capacity to address existing and future traffic volumes.  Between 1997 and 2015 traffic volumes are predicted to increase by 100 % (Table 1).  The roadway through this area is reaching capacity and improvements will be required to maintain an acceptable level-of-service (LOS).  LOS is a method of characterizing the operational conditions along a traffic stream and ranges from level A, free-flow conditions, to level F, heavily congested conditions.  The proposed project will be designed to provide LOS D or better.  Table 1 describes the existing and proposed LOS for the project.  The proposed multi-laning of this section would increase capacity and improve LOS and would provide a safer and more efficient roadway.

Table 1 Cusseta Road Traffic Volumes, years 2002 and 2022

Year
AADT
LOS



No-Build
Build

2002
14500
C
B

2022
22000
F
C

Source: Traffic volumes from GDOT.  LOS from Highway Capacity Manual

Roadway Safety

The proposed project would provide for a safer roadway by providing separation of the east- and westbound lanes with a median or a center turn lane.  This project would allow turns to be separated from through movements, improving safety along the route.

Cusseta Road and Old Cusseta Road have traffic crash and injury rates that exceed Georgia state averages by over 200%. Crash data are shown below.  The higher-than-average traffic crash and injury rates are a result of the existing two-lane roadway nearing capacity, substandard vertical alignments at certain locations, lack of a median providing positive separation of traffic, and uncontrolled driveway access west of Bedford Drive.  The proposed project should reduce crash and injury rates by adding additional lanes and capacity, providing positive separation of opposing traffic by adding a median and a center turn lane, and rebuilding substandard vertical alignments to meet speed design.

Table 2 Accident Data


Project
Statewide


Crash
Injury
Crash
Injury

Year
Rate
Rate
Rate
Rate

1997
1565
794
549
249

1996
1134
601
525
246

1995
1345
652
549
263

Source:
Georgia Department of Transportation.  All rates are per 100 million travel miles for urban minor arterial roadways

Economic Development

The Georgia Enterprise Zone Employment Act of 1997 provides a mechanism for revitalization of and reinvestment in areas suffering from disinvestment, underdevelopment, and economic decline.  Areas nominated for designation, as an Enterprise Zone must meet the following criteria:

1. 30% of residents below poverty line

2. Average unemployment 10% higher than state average

3. General distress and adverse conditions other than poverty and unemployment (examples: high crime, abandoned or dilapidated structures, population decline)

4. Development activities at least 20% lower than other areas within the local government’s jurisdiction.

The Enterprise Zone Act allows for qualifying businesses in the approved area to receive tax incentives and waivers from building permits for a ten-year period.  To qualify, a business must create five new jobs in the area.

On April 8, 1998, the Columbus City Council unanimously approved the creation of a 517-acre Enterprise Zone in southern Muscogee County, which includes the western portion of the proposed project from Fort Benning Road to I-185.  On March 27, 2001 the Enterprise Zone was enlarged to 2,962 acres.  In developing this Enterprise Zone, the City of Columbus seeks to increase employment, especially for low and moderate-income individuals, in the Enterprise Zone area.  Columbus will require aesthetic enhancements for all businesses receiving the tax incentives and will work with the Chamber of Commerce to market the area.

The proposed project is expected to enhance the economic development of the Enterprise Zone.  The Columbus-Muscogee Comprehensive Land Use Plan supports the project in association with surrounding road improvement projects and the expected increase in development in the Enterprise Zone area.

The median 1990 annual household income of census block groups within the project corridor was from $19,744 to $22,957 while the median annual household income for all of Muscogee County was $24,056 (1990 Census Data).  The proposed project, by supporting the Enterprise Zone area, will improve job opportunities for residents in the project area.  The population of Columbus has remained the same or decreased slightly since 1994.  This project, by supporting the Enterprise Zone area, would encourage new businesses, increasing population growth in the area.  The population of Columbus from 1990 to 1998 follows:

Table 3 Columbus Population, 1990 - 1998

Year
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998

Population
178,683
178,992
185,185
185,164
185,857
183,360
181,873
182,280
182,219

Source:  State Data and Research Center, Georgia Tech, 1999

Other road improvement projects near the subject project include STP- 8000(8) I-185/ Old Cusseta Road Interchange, NH-IM-185-1 (317), widening of I-185 from Victory Drive to St. Mary’s Road, STP-8036 (1), widening of Farr Road from St. Mary’s Road to Old Cusseta Road, STP-8038 (7), widening of St. Mary’s Road from Buena Vista Road to Robin Road, and STP-215-1 (2), widening of St. Mary’s Road from Farr Road to Northstar Drive.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Cusseta Road/Old Cusseta Road C.R.62 Widening and Reconstruction

Project STP-8000 (8), Muscogee County

P.I. Number 350890
The Preferred Alternative

The preferred alternative is the proposed widening and reconstruction of Cusseta Road/Old Cusseta Road/C.R. 62 from Fort Benning Drive to Staunton Drive in Muscogee County, Georgia.  The project length is approximately 2.0 miles.  The proposed design speed limit is 35 mph.

The typical section from Fort Benning Road to Farr Road would consist of two 24-foot travel lanes, one in each direction, with a 20 foot raised grass median, 4-foot bicycle lanes adjacent to the travel lanes in both directions, and curb and gutter and sidewalks on both sides of the roadway.  The proposed widening along this section would be to the south side of the existing roadway, utilizing the existing travel lanes for the proposed westbound lanes.  The proposed minimum right-of-way width for this section is 100 feet.

The typical section from Farr Road to Staunton Drive would consist of one 12-foot lane in each direction separated by a 14-foot center turn lane, 4-foot bicycle lanes adjacent to the travel lanes in both directions, and curb and gutter and sidewalks on both sides of the roadway.  The proposed widening along this section would be symmetrical along the existing roadway.  The proposed minimum right-of-way width for this section is 70 feet. 

Existing right-of-way along the project varies from a minimum of 50 feet.  Proposed minimum right-of-way utilizes a 70 to 100 foot typical section with variable amounts of additional right-of-way depending upon slope requirements.

Other Alternatives

The alternative described above is the alternative preferred by the Citizen’s Advisory Team.  However, to avoid and/or minimize adverse effects to residences, businesses, and waters of the U.S., other alternatives, including the no-build alternative, are being considered.  Alternatives include separate intersections for Brennan Road and Fort Benning Road, several alignment alternatives at the Cusseta Road Elementary School and the length of widening east of I-185.  
NEED AND PURPOSE STATEMENT

I-185/Old Cusseta Road Interchange and Farr Road Reconstruction

Project STP-8000 (8), Muscogee County

P.I. Number 350890

The proposed project is the construction of an I-185/Old Cusseta Road interchange and reconstruction of Farr Road in Muscogee County, Georgia.  An I-185/Old Cusseta Road interchange will be constructed at the existing I-185 overpass.  The existing Farr Road/Old Cusseta Road intersection of Farr Road will be moved 0.3 miles to the east with approximately 0.4 miles on new location.

The proposed construction of an I-185/Old Cusseta Road interchange and reconstruction of Farr Road would provide improved travel conditions in the project vicinity and provide increased interstate access to the Enterprise zone.  

Economic Development

The Georgia Enterprise Zone Employment Act of 1997 provides a mechanism for revitalization of and reinvestment in areas suffering from disinvestment, underdevelopment, and economic decline.  Areas nominated for designation, as an Enterprise Zone must meet the following criteria:

5. 30% of residents below poverty line

6. Average unemployment 10% higher than state average

7. General distress and adverse conditions other than poverty and unemployment (examples: high crime, abandoned or dilapidated structures, population decline)

8. Development activities at least 20% lower than other areas within the local government’s jurisdiction.

The Enterprise Zone Act allows for qualifying businesses in the approved area to receive tax incentives and waivers from building permits for a ten-year period.  To qualify, a business must create five new jobs in the area.

On April 8, 1998, the Columbus City Council unanimously approved the creation of a 517-acre Enterprise Zone in southern Muscogee County, which includes the western portion of the proposed project from Fort Benning Road to I-185.  In developing this Enterprise Zone, the City of Columbus seeks to increase employment, especially for low and moderate-income individuals, in the Enterprise Zone area.  Columbus will require aesthetic enhancements for all businesses receiving the tax incentives and will work with the Chamber of Commerce to market the area.

The proposed project is expected to enhance the economic development of the Enterprise Zone.  The Columbus-Muscogee Comprehensive Land Use Plan supports the project in association with surrounding road improvement projects and the expected increase in development in the Enterprise Zone area.

The median 1990 annual household income of census block groups within the project corridor was from $19,744 to $22,957 while the median annual household income for all of Muscogee County was $24,056 (1990 Census Data).  The proposed project, by supporting the Enterprise Zone area, will improve job opportunities for residents in the project area.  The population of Columbus has remained the same or decreased slightly since 1994.  This project, by supporting the Enterprise Zone area, would encourage new businesses, increasing population growth in the area.  The population of Columbus from 1990 to 1998 follows:

Table 4 Columbus Population, 1990 - 1998

Year
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998

Population
178,683
178,992
185,185
185,164
185,857
183,360
181,873
182,280
182,219

Source:  State Data and Research Center, Georgia Tech, 1999

Other road improvement projects near the subject project include STP- 8000 (8) widening of Cusseta Road/ Old Cusseta Road, NH-IM-185-1 (317), widening of I-185 from Victory Drive to St. Mary’s Road, STP-8036 (1), widening of Farr Road from St. Mary’s Road to Old Cusseta Road, STP-8038 (7), widening of St. Mary’s Road from Bunea Vista Road to Robin Road, and STP-215-1 (2), widening of St. Mary’s Road from Farr Road to Northstar Drive.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

I-185/Old Cusseta Road Interchange and Farr Road reconstruction

Project STP-8000 (8), Muscogee County

P.I. Number 350890
The Preferred Alternative

The preferred alternative is the proposed construction of an I-185/Old Cusseta Road interchange and reconstruction of Farr Road in Muscogee County, Georgia. 

The proposed I-185/Old Cusseta Road interchange would consist of a tight diamond configuration.  A raised median would extent approximately 700 feet east and approximately 900 feet west of the interchange with median breaks provided for the proposed I-185/Old Cusseta Road ramps.  A right turn lane from Old Cusseta Road eastbound and a left turn lane from Old Cusseta Road westbound would be provided for access to the I-185 southbound ramp.  A right turn lane from Old Cusseta Road westbound and a left turn lane from Old Cusseta Road eastbound would be provided for access to the I-185 northbound ramp.  

The proposed Farr Road/Old Cusseta Road intersection would be moved approximately 700 feet to the east.  A raised median would extend approximately 150 feet east of the interchange with median breaks provided for access to Farr Road.  A left turn lane from Old Cusseta Road eastbound and a right turn lane from Old Cusseta Road westbound would be provided for access to the proposed Farr Road.  From the Farr Road/Old Cusseta Road intersection, the proposed Farr Road would consist of approximately 0.4 miles on new alignment before reconnecting with existing Farr Road alignment approximately 1000 feet north of the existing Farr Road/Old Cusseta Road intersection. 

Other Alternatives

The alternative described above is the alternative preferred by the Citizen’s Advisory Team.  However, to avoid and/or minimize adverse effects to residences, businesses, and waters of the U.S., other alternatives, including the no-build alternative, are being considered.  These alternatives included: a Diamond Interchange, a Combo Diamond with Hybrid Parclo A, and a Partial Cloverleaf – B.  Several Farr Road realignment alternatives were evaluated. 
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