No number has been identified as a point to recommend grade separation using the hazard index we us. 

The Peabody Dimmick Formula provides a Hazard Index numerical value which is only the FIRST approximation of the relative hazard rating of each crossing. The Peabody-Dimmick Formula which we use takes into account the daily trains, the ADT, and a factor for the existing warning devices (protection coefficient). Some of elements which the Hazard Index formula does no take into account which the engineer must consider before reaching a priority ranking are:

1. Visibility and sight distance 

2. Speed ( rail & highway) 

3. Accidents 

4. Number of tracks 

5. Highway approach grades 

6. Highway alignment 

7. Number of lanes 

8. Type of train 

9. Nearby intersections 

10. Condition of existing equipment 

11. Time delay 

12. Environmental impact issues (if rail traffic blocks the road for long periods of time there would be fuel air quality issues) 

We feel that the Hazard Index should not count more than 50 % toward the final priority rating and only toward the justification of at grade crossings warning devices. If I were asked to make the judgment call as to the need for a grade separation I would opt for a grade separation from a safety position. A grade separation is the most positive, safe way to cross railroad tracks and avoid any possibilities of a conflict.

Due to the complexity of highway-rail grade crossings the Hazard Index alone cannot warrant a grade separation.

