Section 2A – Problem Identification
Addison Elementary
Addison, the first charter school in Georgia, is located in northeast Cobb County.  It serves approximately 590 students in the adjacent geographic vicinity.  It has a long and award-winning history of promoting outdoor learning and activities and environmental stewardship among its students, teachers, staff, parents and neighbors.  
The present conditions for biking and walking are severely hampered by the lack of logical termini for sidewalks.  The present sidewalk system abruptly ends and begins along the project pathway (see map labeled Ebenezer Road Sidewalk Project:  Oak Crest Trail to Mary Drive.)  

Addison is located on the west side of Ebenezer Road.  Sidewalks that exist on the west side of Ebenezer stop prior to Chaucer Place and Oak Creek Estates subdivisions.  Oak Creek alone is a neighborhood of 266 homes with many school-aged children.  An Oak Creek student attempting to walk to school, would have to traverse over 2,000 feet of unlevel, grassy terrain  with sometimes rain-filled gullies, treacherous crevices and no division between fast-moving traffic and pedestrians.  Sidewalks on the east side traverse to Mary Drive and then start and stop in front of subdivisions but are not connected.  Additionally, Ebenezer Road is the only road of its size in the surrounding vicinity that does not have connected sidewalks.
Carpool contributes to extremely congested conditions on the two-lane street, particularly in the morning as parents dropping off children compete with commuters on this significant collector road.  In the afternoons, while traffic congestion continues to be a concern, air quality also becomes an issue.  Parents can begin queuing up for pick-up as early as 2:00 p.m. for a 2:30 p.m. dismissal.  If the weather is hot or cold, these parents typically idle their vehicles.  This contributes to increased emissions and fuel consumption.  Many of these same parents have indicated that they would be inclined to pick up their children by foot or even bicycle if this was a safe and feasible alternative.  This would require gap closures and extended sidewalks to reach more of the Addison population.
The proposed project would complete the sidewalk, in a logical and safe manner, and allow for students and their parents to eliminate some of the vehicular traffic along Ebenezer Road associated with Addison Elementary.

Garrison Mill Elementary 

Garrison Mill has been open since 1984. We have 683 students supported by our outstanding teaching staff and active parent community. Our school is located at 4111 Wesley Chapel Road in Marietta. Currently, our school has no adjoining sidewalks along Wesley Chapel Road which severely limits the ability of our students to walk or bike to school. Because of the curvy layout of the road we cannot encourage walking or biking to school because of dangerous pedestrian conditions.  If a sidewalk was added, we believe we could greatly increase the number of walkers and bike riders.
East Side Elementary School 

 East Side was built in 1954 and has 1,028 students, comprised of 772 families (approximately 560 families of which live within 1 mile of the school).  Construction is currently underway for a replacement East Side campus, due to be complete is May, 2011.  The school is located in a densely-populated area of Cobb County.  East Side borders on GA Highway 120 (Roswell Road) and Indian Hills Parkway, both of which are heavily traveled roads (8,900 vehicles per day along Indian Hills Parkway and a significantly higher number along Roswell Road per day).  Currently, the school zone traffic signals are set back on single poles away from the roads and are not easily viewable from the road, and which are partially blocked by foliage during certain times of the year.  Motor vehicles often speed in the vicinity (where posted speed limit is 45 mph along Roswell Road), which makes walking and biking to school along these busy roads treacherous for children.  The 1,100 foot sidewalk on East Side’s campus that kids use to walk to school is only 4 feet wide (not to current Cobb County code – too narrow for both walkers and bikers to safely travel) and is in need of safety repairs in numerous places.  East Side’s PTA Environmental Committee and Foundation stress the importance of walking and biking to school; however, the school does not have adequate facilities for safely storing bikes ridden to school.  Current bike storage is insufficient for the number of bikers at East Side and, as a result, students’ bikes get piled onto other bikes, making it unsafe for children to store their bikes.  The budget for the new school facility does not have any bike storage facility included, and the county will not allow the school to relocate its current facility, leaving no bike storage facility at all on the new East Side campus.        

In September, 2010, East Side’s Foundation conducted a survey of school teachers and families to determine: (1) the number of walkers and bikers to school, (2) the reasons why parents’ will or won’t allow their kids to walk and/or bike to school, and (3) suggested safety improvements parents’ deem necessary to make it safer for our students to walk/bike to school.  Many parents responded that, with the current traffic conditions – including speed of passing cars, narrow sidewalks (or in many cases lack of sidewalks at all), etc. that current conditions provided an unsafe situation for their kids to walk/bike to school.  With the suggested improvements (school zone traffic flashing lights and wider sidewalk), parents are more likely to allow their kids to walk/bike to school.  

