Section 2 – Problem Identification

Cycling and walking conditions within the school area

A completed walk-ability and bike-ability assessments form were completed as provided by the National Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center and Georgia Department of Transportation (see attached forms – Walk-ability Form, Bike-ability Form) within a 0.5, 1.0. 1.5 and 2.0 mile radius from the school. The results from the observations are as follows:

1. Need for visible School Zone Speed Limit Signs placed on both sides of Georgia State Highway 39 (Eufaula Street)

2. No sidewalks in place leading to the school campus and youth baseball facilities.

3. Need for traffic calming signs.

4. No painted crossing lines for students or pedestrians.

5. Electronic crossing signs and bicycle racks for the school

6. Handicap access

Safety, Traffic, Health or Environmental issues to be solved through SRTS

Safety and Traffic:  Our Safe Routes to School Plan study demonstrates that there is a safety issue with encouraging students to walk and cycle to school. First, students were asked to express how safe they felt when walking to school, the results are as follows:

	Comments:

	· I would be scared of walking because somebody could kill me.

· I am a little scared to ride my bike to school.

· What if you are scared to ride a bike? Say that some people go around the neighborhood and try to scare you. What do you do?

· We only have one bike rack, not multiple bike racks.

· Car drivers go way too fast down the school road. My family is scared someone would run us over. 

· If I would have to walk, I would be scared because cars drive by and sometimes go too fast. 

· On your way to school if you walk, what about loose dogs, or people you don’t know?


Clearly these comments demonstrate that children are willing to walk and bike to school, however, safety is a major concern. Their safety issue involves encountering strangers on the road, and traffic safety. Students are concerned with the speed of vehicles along the road and the ability to park and secure their bicycles once they arrive at the school. Through SRTS, we hope improve the existing sidewalk along GA Hwy 39 (Eufaula Street), as well as add new sidewalk along the same road and into Hobbs Lane where the school and Youth Outdoor complex are located. Also, through this program we hope to provide painted crossing signs on the road as well as School Zone Speed Limit Signs along GA Hwy 39 as means of providing better traffic calming solutions for children walking along the main street. 

Traffic Counts

Traffic counts for Clay County Elementary and Middle School were provided by the Georgia Department of Transportation. Traffic counts are as follows:

	Road
	AADT

	Coleman Road
	790

	Eufaula Street
	1930

	Hartford Road
	1060


Average Speed of Vehicles

The average speed of vehicles for a 1 mile radius from Clay County Elementary & Middle School was provided by the Fort Gaines Police Department. According to their records, the average speed of vehicles is as follows:

· 35MPH within the surrounding areas and major roads including Eufaula HWY (State HWY 39), Commerce Street, Jefferson Street, Jackson Street, N. Hancock and Elm Street. Hobbs Lane, the road leading to the school campus, has a speed limit of 25 MPH.
Crash Data

Automotive crash data for a 2 mile radius from Clay County Elementary & Middle School was provided by Fort Gaines city officials. (See attached Safe Routes to School Plan Section 3. Data Collection and Analysis.
Please see Attachment 1 - Safe Routes to School Plan Section 2 and Section 3 for photos, student and parent surveys, crash data and traffic counts


