Section 2: Problem Identification
A.  
Attachments include (18) photographs, (2) maps, and (1) news article.  
Richmond Hill is very fortunate to have three award winning elementary schools.  After conducting a thorough review of the three properties, which hold grades Pre-K to 5th grade, suggestions on improvements for pedestrian students became clear.  Richmond Hill Primary School (RHPS), Richmond Hill Elementary School (RHES), and George Washington Carver Elementary School (GWCES) are surrounded by residential areas.  More than 1,000 units of housing surround these 3 elementary schools.  Many children opt to walk, yet adequate sidewalks and marked crosswalks are not available until they reach the Board of Education's (BOE) property.  More than 2,300+ students attend these three school combined.  
Current sidewalks available for students are labeled in purple.  Many of the current pedestrian pathways are in great condition because they were recently constructed, yet they are not connected to the surrounding community.  Local developers have planned for some connection points yet they don't meet up with the BOE's site plans. Bike racks are available for students who choose to bicycle to school, but the unpaved routes make it difficult for the riders.  Residents and children living across Ford Avenue (GA HWY 144) in Richmond Heights need to cross a 5 lane highway.  Improvements in the crosswalk striping and a sign would benefit the pedestrians traveling from that local neighborhood.  The maps outline and detail the exact location of necessary sidewalks and crosswalk striping.  
In years past the traffic control for buses and parent vehicles were completely unmanageable.  Improves in bus lanes and designated vehicle lanes has greatly reduced the congestion (note the attached article: Bryan County New www.bryancountynews.net ).  Speed limits within the city are currently 35 MPH and the surrounding areas are less due to the fact they are residential areas (25 MPH).  
Richmond Hill is one of the fastest growing cities in the state, having increased the population more than 140-percent in the last 10 years.  That increase shows little chance for slowdown as the city continues to draw homebuyers from nearby Savannah and Fort Stewart.  The city continues to remain a small community with a small operating budget.  Despite local efforts, challenges face small communities like Richmond Hill and the Bryan County Board of Education.  Small operating budgets hinder and delay the implementation of successful programs that will protect our youth.  The continued growth in Richmond Hill has greatly increased the number of students attending these schools.  The current economic climate makes it difficult to determine future growth.  Previously our community was growing at a 15%+ growth rate and new homes were not on the housing market for long periods.  Our proximity to Fort Stewart Military Installation and the military families that make-up our community tends to bring young families into our community because of the caliber of our school system.
Section 4: Program information
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) is an international movement that promotes walking and bicycling to school. In 2005, the United States Congress signed into law a federally funded Safe Routes to School program, allocating money to all 50 states and the District of Columbia. This program is designed to examine the routes that children must take to get to and from school, paying particular attention to places where they must cross major roads, and then identify and recommend improvements to make those routes safer.  In conjunction with the Coastal Georgia Rural Development Center, the Bryan County schools developed a parent survey, a tally sheet for teachers, a press release for the audit, and parent/community invitations for participation in the audit. 

Bryan County schools have encouraged and created avenues for safer walking and bicycling routes near schools so parents feel comfortable allowing their children to walk and bicycle to school on school-owned properties. This allows children to lead more active and healthier lifestyles. It also helps reduce traffic volume and congestion near schools. Fitness walking and safe cycling practices are provided to all students through the physical education\health programs and curriculum.  Bryan County Schools have added in excess of 2,000 feet of sidewalks and installed multiple crosswalk markings to encourage student walking and cycling.  

