Section 2-Problem Identification

A.  As can be seen on Attachments Map-1,-2,-3 the elementary school is located in close proximity to Cascade Palmetto Highway (State Hwy 154) and Carlton Road, an arterial collector.  There are no crosswalks or traffic signals on Cascade Palmetto Highway or Carlton Road.  There are no sidewalks on the north side of Carlton Road except directly in front of the school.  Attached data from the Palmetto Police Department identifies numerous violations for speeding, reckless driving and disregard for traffic devices, all of which create a dangerous environment for walkers and bikers.  The traffic volume and lack of basic pedestrian/biker amenities insure an unsafe venue for any student required to negotiate this route on foot.  This unsafe condition is recognized by the Fulton County School District and is so important that bus transportation is provided for students at Genesis Gardens and Brentwood Drive (see Map-1,-2,-3).  Both of these locations are within One mile of the school and certainly within walking/biking distance if a safe route was available.  Because of the current condition only about 5% of the students walk/bike to school.  Each morning, those students that must walk along and on Carlton Road, without sidewalks or crosswalks are at risk.  Additionally, the school serves a student population of whom 81% qualify for free or reduced lunch.  With so many of our students (approximately 75%) living within 1 mile of the school, it is unfortunate that a safe route is not available.

Section 3-Proposed Project

B.  The proposed infrastructure project includes installation of four crosswalks (see Map-1,-2,-3 which indicate the location of crosswalks CW-1,-2,-3,-4 and provides a guide to photograph locations and direction of shot, P-1 thru P-10), one on Cascade Palmetto Hwy and three on Carlton Road; and installation of sidewalks with curb and gutter on the north side of Carlton Road between Cascade Palmetto Hwy to the east and Brentwood Drive to the west of Palmetto Elementary School (excluding the sidewalk and curb and gutter already in place in front of the school).  The only stop sign in the project area is located at the intersection of Cascade Palmetto Hwy and Carlton Road.

C.  The proposed project provides the infrastructure (sidewalks and crosswalks) necessary for parents to allow their children to walk/bike to school because a safe path will be available.  The path, composed of newly constructed sidewalks and crosswalks, is directly related to improving bike/pedestrian safety and installation of crosswalks has the potential to reduce traffic speed and other noted traffic violations.  Additionally, the proposed project will decrease the need for bus service that is currently provided for the 416 students living within the 1 ½ mile radius of the school.  This would increase the number of students and parents having accessibility to the school via a safe route.  The school community will benefit by providing safe access to the community events and activities held at the school.  Parental support is a major factor in student achievement.  Our school should do everything in its power to support and allow our parents every opportunity to be involved in their child’s education.  Providing our parents with a safe and accessible route to our school will boost their involvement.  In addition to enhancing community access, having a pedestrian and bike route would support our Healthy Kids Smart Kids initiative.  Our school is currently sugar free and we promote healthy and active lifestyles. If more children were afforded a safe route to school, they would be able to walk and bike each day.  The implementation of this project would fulfill the grant objectives as it would enable us to provide a more appealing transportation alternative to over 80% of our school population.  

Section 4-Program Information

Currently, the school educates the community on safety issues through the health education department.  The school actively participates in the weekly school bus safety program.  Additionally, students are taught bicycle safety and stranger awareness.  All students in grades Pre-K through 5th grade are involved in these programs. We have made contact with State Patrol Mike Coverson from Newnan Post 24 to schedule a bicycle and helmet safety program.  Also, The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration plans to work with our students to promote pedestrian and bicycle safety.  The current lack of safe routes to school makes it impossible to implement programs other than awareness and safety training at this time.  However, with the implementation of the grant, the following programs will be put into place at Palmetto Elementary School:  Bike to School Day, Walk to School Day, Bike-A Thon, and Walk-A-Thon. These programs will have the added benefit of promoting our wellness initiative Healthy Kids Smart Kids. We are currently a sugar free school and we have been educating the children on the importance of a healthy lifestyle. Being able to offer our students the opportunities to bike and walk to school will only enhance that initiative. Our goal is to make our school and community a safe and healthy place for our students. This grant will help us realize this vision.

