Office of

Sheriff Joe Nichols

15151 Alcovy-Jersey Road, N.E.

Covington, Georgia 30014

Office: 678.625.1400

FAX: 678.625.1473
December 10, 2008

Dear SRTS Application Review Team:
I am writing this letter on behalf of the Newton County Sheriff’s Office in support of the Newton County SRTS Infrastructure grant application.  The first priority of the Newton County Sheriff’s Office is to provide for the safety and security of our citizens.  To that end, I have represented the Sheriff’s Office on the planning team for Safe Routes to School for the past two months, along with representatives from the Newton County Engineering Department, the Center for Preservation and Planning, and the Newton County School System.  All of these organizations are equally concerned about the situation that currently exists for the children attending West Newton Elementary and Veterans Memorial Middle School as they travel to and from school on foot or on bicycles.  The Sheriff’s Office does monitor and supervise traffic in the school zone on Brown Bridge Road through the Veterans Memorial Middle School Resource Officer and the Traffic Enforcement Division.  However, while there are sidewalks on both sides of the street throughout the large neighborhood just across the road from the schools, there is limited existing infrastructure at Brown Bridge Road to ensure the safety of the students who choose to walk or ride their bikes.  As a result, most of the students ride on a school bus or in private vehicles to and from school, even though many of them live very close to the two schools included in our SRTS plan.  In fact, an average of over 250 students ride buses from the neighborhood to school in the morning, and over 300 ride buses home in the afternoon.  In addition, there are numerous additional cars on Brown Bridge Road as parents bring their children to and from school.

I have received calls from members of the Ellington Homeowners Association, representing three subdivisions with 700+ homes, regarding the traffic situation in their neighborhood, especially in the school zone on Brown Bridge.  I recently spoke to Lakasha Brown, President of the Homeowners Association, about our plans to apply for an infrastructure grant that would result in the construction of a pedestrian bridge connecting the neighborhood with the two schools.  She was fully supportive of the plan and excited at the prospect of our providing a safe way for children in the neighborhood to cross the road.  We have issued 352 traffic citations in the school zone since August, 2006. During that same time, there have been 11 vehicle accidents in the school zone, and we feel fortunate that none of these involved a pedestrian or bike rider.  However, with the growth that has occurred in the area, we fear that there is the potential for a tragedy to occur.  These two schools are in the fastest growing area of Newton County, which was named in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution (March 20, 2008) as the 5th fast-growing county in Georgia and 15th in the nation between July 2006 and July 2007.

Construction of the bridge will provide the opportunity for numerous students to cross this busy road safely in order to walk or ride their bikes to school, as well as on days when school is not in session and they want to take advantage of the playground and athletic fields available to them at the schools.  The bridge will also provide opportunities for increased health and fitness benefits for our young people and their parents, better air quality with fewer vehicle emissions, and a safer and more close-knit neighborhood as more children and adults are able to walk and be more visible in the community.

Thank you for your consideration of Newton County’s SRTS infrastructure plan which can benefit 100’s of families and children who attend these two large schools serving over 2300 students.
Sincerely,

Sgt. Randy Downs, Traffic Unit Supervisor



Newton County Sheriff’s Office
