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December 4, 2008
To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing to express our support for the Safe Routes to School Application being submitted on behalf of our schools through the collaborative efforts of the Newton County Board of Commissioners, the Newton County School System, the Newton County Sheriff’s Office, and the Center for Community Preservation and Planning.  Our middle school and elementary school campuses are located on adjacent campuses on Brown Bridge Road in Newton County.  We are in an area that was until recently a rural area with large farms.  However, since 1990, our county has grown from a population of 41,808 to over 96,000.  As the county has grown, so has our school system’s student population.  Between our two schools, we serve over 2300 students.  Directly across the road from us, there is a large development made up of three subdivisions with a total of over 700 homes.  Between this development and several others nearby, we have over 660 students who live within two miles of the school.
Many of our students could walk or ride their bikes to school if there were a safe route for them to travel.  However, with current traffic conditions and our location on a main thoroughfare from rural areas of our county, as well as several adjacent counties, to Covington and Interstate 20, it is really not feasible for them to walk or ride bikes.  Brown Bridge Road carries upwards of 9,000 cars per day on school days, and plans are to widen it to a four-lane road in the future. 

We have met with school officials, as well as members of the Sheriff’s Office, and the County Engineering Department to discuss a Safe Routes to School plan.  After much research and investigation into several possible options for encouraging our students to walk or ride their bikes to school, we agree that the safest way to get the students across the busy road would be the construction of a pedestrian bridge with ramps that would provide safe passage for pedestrians, as well as bicycle riders and handicapped students.
As school administrators and parents, we have long been concerned about the safety of our students as they travel to and from school, but recent growth and increased traffic have made the situation even more serious.  We hope that you will give every consideration to our request for funding for improved infrastructure.  In return we will do everything in our power to educate our children about safety and environmental issues and the benefits of daily exercise and to encourage them to walk or ride their bikes instead of riding in cars and buses.
Sincerely,

Veterans Memorial Middle School



West Newton Elementary School

Eric Arena, Principal





Ericka Anderson, Principal

Lynn House, School Council Representative


Kim McCray, PTO President
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