 “MACON WALK & ROLL”
 SECTION 2A – Problem Identification 
                  City of Macon / 2009 SRTS

The Bibb County School District is the first in the 11-county Middle Georgia area to embrace the SRTS initiative.  No Child Left Behind has had the effect of causing recess and physical education time to be shifted to classroom instruction in many schools striving to meet AYP.  Nine of Bibb’s 26 elementary schools (35%) don’t have recess, including Riley and King-Danforth.  All 9 are in Macon, and have high poverty rates and high minority student populations.  The five “Macon Walk & Roll” schools serve 96%-99% non-Caucasian students and 93%-97% who receive free/reduced lunches.  From the earliest ages, this population is especially at risk for adverse health conditions caused by inactivity and the challenges poor health poses to academic performance.

“Kids get to school and they're anxious, hyperactive and sometimes they haven't had the exercise they need," says a kindergarten teacher at Riley Elementary who helps lead SRTS activities. "As the years have gone by, more and more kids are dropped off by the door."  Now, 85% of Riley’s students get dropped off at school, although most of them live within walking distance.  Riley students are 99% minority and 97% low-income.  

Riley Elementary: Walkers can use one of three entranceways - Greenbriar Rd East/Brinwood Dr, Greenbriar Rd/Brinwood Dr, and James St. However, all three entranceways have major safety and traffic problems to address:  1) No separation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic at Greenbriar Rd East/Brinwood Dr.  This is of great concern, since traffic counts show over 250 vehicles on this route during the morning peak school hour with only some reduction during the afternoon peak (Figure 1a).  2) Very steep bank along entire sidewalk section of the south side of Greenbriar Rd up to Boxwood Court. At peak hours with 200 vehicles (Fig. 1b), up to 50 children at a time are forced to walk in the street.  3) No separation of pedestrian and vehicle traffic from Brinwood Dr to school entrance endangers walking and bicycling children. 4) Inadequate buffer at James St entering from Greenbriar Rd.  Walkers are too close to the buses and private vehicles dropping off students at the front entrance, with 124-149 vehicles during morning and afternoon peaks (Fig. 1c).

Barden Elementary/Burghard Elementary:  1) No sidewalks on Bonnie Ave or Virginia Dr, the primary route to Barden for students who live west of Bloomfield Rd.  2) No guard or crosswalk at Bonnie Ave, although there is a crossing guard at Virginia Dr. Students walking in the path of oncoming traffic and arriving at Bloomfield Rd, a major thoroughfare, face a daunting challenge to cross.  3) No separation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic on Bethesda Ave.  Students on the east side of Bloomfield Rd coming from the north or across Rocky Creek Rd (another major thoroughfare) must cross Bethesda Ave to reach Wallace Dr and Anderson Dr, the major entranceways to Barden Elementary. 4) Lack of buffer between walking children and bus/private vehicle traffic at the school’s rear pick-up/drop-off area is a serious safety hazard. 

King-Danforth Elementary/Appling Middle:  King-Danforth is in the Appling Middle feeder zone.  Walkers at King-Danforth primarily use two routes to school: Sulphur Springs Rd/Eastview Ave to Boone St, and an unpaved section of Magnolia Dr through a wooded area between the school and Dublin Ave.  1) No sidewalk along Sulphur Springs Rd and Eastview Ave, so that students must walk in the streets.  2) Narrow, root-covered section of Magnolia Dr is an uneven cut-through path from Dublin Ave (near Sparkle), hard for walkers and unsafe for bicyclists.  Appling Middle student walkers prefer two routes:  the no-sidewalk Sulphur Springs Rd/Eastview Ave route mentioned above, which connects with an existing crosswalk on Shurling Dr, and the Walnut Creek Rd/Shurling Dr. route.  3) No crosswalks or stop bars to protect pedestrians along Walnut Creek Rd (with its many intersecting streets) and the heavily-traveled state route Shurling Drive.  Walnut Creek Rd serves a major residential area with large amounts of traffic.  4)  No pedestrian/vehicular separation on Walnut Creek Rd, exacerbated by numerous curves with sight distance issues, makes walking and biking unattractive.

In all five school zones, the primary concern is traffic speed along major thoroughfares (Edna Place Rd, Fig. 2; Burton Ave, Bloomfield Rd, Rocky Creek Rd, Shurling Dr, Fort Hill St, and Maynard St, Fig. 3).  Macon-Bibb Traffic Engineering recommends two cost-effective, long-term motorist awareness measures to reduce speed:  1) installing 14 pole-mounted, solar-powered radar speed signs (driver feedback signs) and 2) implementing Neighborhood Pace Car Programs.  “Pace Car” is an innovative citizen-based program designed to calm traffic.  The program goal is to promote individual responsibility for courteous and safe driving.  Residents pledge to strictly follow all traffic laws, especially the posted speed limits and pedestrian rights of way.  This effectively forces speeding motorists behind Pace Car drivers to obey the limits.  See attached photos and Maps 1, 2a-2e.   

