Knollwood Elementary
Safe Routes to School Plan
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Figure 5. Walk to School Routes
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Figure 6. cHILDREN ATTENDING kNOLLWOOD ELEMENTARY 2008: bLACK COLOR REPRESENTS WALKERS, s REPRESENTS A SCHOOL BUS STOP)[image: image5.jpg]x@@%@jf%;
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Existing Conditions

Knollwood Elementary is located within the residential community of Belvedere. It is surrounded by four large arterials: Candler Road, Glenwood Avenue, Columbia Road, and Memorial Drive. The students who live beyond these roads do not walk or bike to school because of danger they face crossing the roads. Fortunately, the majority of the students (80%) live within these major roads. The main problems identified during the walking audit were the speed of traffic and lack of sidewalks. Many cars appeared to be using the interior streets as a cut-through to major arterials. All cars identified during the walk were going much faster than the posted speed of 25mph. The specifics routes where most traffic seemed to be occurring was on Santa Monica Drive, San Gabriel Avenue, and White Oak Drive. 

During the tally observations we found that on an average morning 100 cars, or 1/3 of the school population, drop-off their children at Knollwood. During the safety observations we observed that children were crossing with the crossing guard but many time cars would not stop, and instead would drive around the guard. The crossing guard stated that erratic behavior of speeding cars along Santa Monica is not uncommon. 
As the below map points out there are many gaps in the existing sidewalk around the school. Currently there are crosswalks that lead to people’s front yards, not sidewalks. 

Figure 7. Belvedere Community Sidewalk map
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1 Exfsting Sidewalk information for U.S. Routes / State Routes was obtained from DeKalb County’s Public Works
Department Transportation Division, Sidewalk Inventory Program August 28, 2007

* Existing Sidewalk information for Local Roads was obtained via independent sidewalk inventory November 28, 2007|

* Needed Sidewalk information was obtained from DeKalb County's Public Works Department, Sidewalk Needs
Assessment March 2005 available at hitp:/www.co dekalb,ga. us/ctp/quadProfipdfSidewalkNeeds pdf
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Data Collection and Analysis

Baseline data has been collected in several different ways: student tallies, parent surveys, and observations.  Data was collected on how children get to/from school, reasons why parents may/may not let their children walk to school, and general behavioral patterns. 

The results from both the student tallies and the parent surveys indicated that 12% are walking, 34% are taking the school bus, 41% are being driven, and the remaining 9% are using some other method (MARTA, daycare bus, etc). The parent surveys helped us to identify the issues most important in the parent’s decision to let his/her child walk to school. Nearly 70% of parents cited crime/violence, and the second most cited was speed of traffic at 45%. About 30% mentioned amount of traffic, lack of sidewalks/paths, weather, distance, and unsafe intersections. 
During the morning observations at Knollwood we witnessed many factors that discourage walking to school. Traffic passed in front of and around schools at speeds much greater than 25mph (much of it was parents, teachers), motor vehicles seldom stopped at stop signs and even drove around the crossing guards.  Other factors include the darkness children are forced to walk in due to the early arrival times and lack of lighting. About 96% of the students receive breakfast at Knollwood and therefore they arrive as early as 7:00am. 
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Policies and Plans

Knollwood does not prohibit biking or walking to school. In 2005, the DeKalb County voters approved a $79 million Transportation Bond program, to address safety and congestion issues along many of the major streets in the county $26 million was approved for sidewalk construction along high-priority arterial and collector streets, leading to schools, parks and community centers. All of the projects funded in the Bond program will be constructed during 2006 through 2008.
DeKalb County is in the early stages of looking at the crosswalk in front of Shoal Creek Park.  A HAWK system is being considered for that crossing.  DeKalb County is considering sidewalks on the busier neighborhood streets leading to the school such as White Oak Drive and San Gabriel.  Glenwood, Candler, and Memorial will all get sidewalks as part of the above mentioned project. The new sidewalks will be ADA compliant, five feet wide (four feet allowable on short segments), have a maximum 2% cross-slope, and have a detectable warning strip at the curb ramps (to warn visually impaired people that they’re entering the street).
There is a pedestrian/bicycle project proposed by the PATH Foundation connecting the Belvedere Community to Decatur. 
A. Describe the current condition for biking and walking in your school area.  Describe safety, traffic, health or environmental issues that you are trying to solve through SRTS.  Please attach maps, photos, traffic counts, crash data surveys, safety audits, or any other information that help illustrate the need for this project.
	SECTION 2 – PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION


Knollwood Elementary is located within the residential community of Belvedere. It is surrounded by four large arterials:
Candler Road, Glenwood Avenue, Columbia Road, and Memorial Drive. The students who live beyond these roads do not walk or bike to school because of danger they face crossing the roads. Fortunately, the majority of the students (80%) live within these major roads. The main problems identified during the walking audit were the speed of traffic and lack of sidewalks. Many cars appeared to be using the interior streets as a cut-through to major arterials. All cars identified during the walk were going much faster than the posted speed of 25mph. The specifics routes where most of the traffic seemed to be occurring was on Santa Monica Drive, San Gabriel Avenue, and White Oak Drive.  Dekalb County Transportation conducted a Traffic Study on December 12, 2008 on Santa Monica Drive.  The total recorded volume one traffic one way was 741 vehicles passed through the location with a peak volume of 82.  The AADT Count was 741.  The mode speed for this traffic study was 30 mph and the 85th percentile was 40.41 mph.  A traffic study was also conducted on San Gabriel Avenue by DeKalb County Transportation on December 12, 2008.  The total recorded volume of traffic showed 190 vehicles passed through the location with a peak volume of 18.  The AADT Count for this study was 190.  The mode speed for this traffic study was 30 mph and the 85th percentile was 41.72.

During the tally observations we found that on an average morning 100 cars, or 1/3 of the school population, drop-off their children at Knollwood. During the safety observations we observed that children were crossing with the crossingguard but many time cars would not stop, and instead would drive around the guard. The crossing guard stated thaterratic behavior of speeding cars along Santa Monica is not uncommon.  Currently there are crosswalks that lead to people’s front yards, not sidewalks.






