SECTION 4 – PROGRAM INFORMATION


Bremen’s Downtown Development Authority took the lead in promoting Safe Routes to Jones Elementary, the PTO, the School Council, the City Police Department, and the City. This ensured that everyone was familiar with the basics of the program and able to ask key questions. Each was ready to move forward from the first meeting of the Core Group.

At the initial February 11, 2008 meeting, Core Group members discussed the purpose of the Safe Routes to School program, applications for infrastructure and non-infrastructure funding, how funds could be used, as well as the core needs of the Elementary School.  Goals were formulated, including Improving traffic flow and decreasing congestion around the school; Improving safety for students and community to walk and bike in

neighborhood; Improving safety behaviors of students; and Providing a safe evacuation route.

At the March 25, 2008 joint Core Group and School Council meeting, the Safe Routes program was presented, and the school’s goals for the program were reviewed. Results of the school’s survey of students on walking and biking were presented, confirming that 30 out of 842 children surveyed arrived by walking or biking. Educating parents and children on walking and biking safety, and about the Safe Routes program, must be the first program step. The PTO Chair, Dawn Cook, will begin publicity efforts in the upcoming year using the school website and planned meetings and events.  Walkability assessment forms were given out to evaluate routes near the school.

The April 9, 2008 meeting of the Core Group proposed action steps for infrastructure and encouragement needs, including a stoplight at the major peak-time source of congestion at McPherson and Gordon Ave. Other infrastructure needs include construction and replacement of sidewalks along Lakeview, along key walking routes

for students on walking field trips, and in the neighborhood around Jones Elementary.  Walkability assessment forms were reviewed, and the Bremen Walking Buddies were tapped to help compile more data. Tying safety education and bike rodeo events to the after school program, and to specific events such as Tour de Rogers, was discussed.

The final May 25, 2008 meeting reviewed aspects of the transportation profile and walkability assessments. Action steps were discussed for education, encouragement, enforcement, evaluation, and infrastructure. Specific steps and timelines were discussed, beginning with the new school year in Fall 2008.  

Other steps included data gathering and orientation to the school, the city, and the police department, discussing the afterschool program and Safe Routes educational and encouragement activities, mapping needed infrastructure, and reviewing the draft action component of the plan.

Future plans

The School Council and the PTO will carry out the encouragement and evaluation components crucial to the success of the Safe Routes program, including parental education, program promotion at meetings and school events, evaluation tasks, the Walking School Bus from alternate drop off sites, and other Walking Events.

One task to do early in the 2008-2009 school year is to develop a Safe Routes to School PTO committee. Support of other members of the Core Group will help sustain the committee and the Safe Routes program.
