Section 3 – Proposed Project

[Total of 25 Points]


The SRTS program was established to: (1) enable and encourage children including those with disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school safely; (2) make bicycling and walking to school a safe and more appealing transportation alternative, thereby encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an early age; and (3) facilitate the planning, development and implementation of projects and activities that will improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the vicinity of primary and middle schools, grades K-8.

C. 
How will your proposed project address the concerns in Section 2, improve bike/ped safety, increase the number of students walking and biking to school, improve the environment within the school vicinity?
Our Yargo/Haymon Morris SRTS Project will address the most important issue raised in our school SRTS Plans: safety. Although they are few, the students who currently walk and bike to school will have a safe way to do so. Our project will also increase the number of students who are walking and biking to school by providing the needed connectivity between existing residences, roads and schools within one mile of Yargo ES and Haymon-Morris MS.
Our immediate goal of slowing down traffic on Haymon-Morris Rd. is already being addressed at the county level through installation of flashing speed limit signs and enforcement. Our application to the State Public Service Commission for inclusion of Haymon-Morris Rd. on the approved radar enforcement list will also improve safety on this dangerous street. 

In addition to slowing down traffic on Haymon-Morris Rd., our SRTS project will give all students in the project area, including those with disabilities, a safe alternative to fuel consuming vehicular transportation. The school sites were designed to separate buses, cars and pedestrians; however, sidewalks and other pathways are needed to connect the community to the schools. Our proposed SRTS project will provide that interconnectivity with all the neighborhoods within one mile of the schools. The proposed sidewalks and pathways will provide clearly defined routes for students to and from the schools and the crosswalks will give them clearly marked locations to safely cross the streets. 
If more children walk and bike to school, we can reduce the number of cars near the school at pick-up and drop-off times making it safer for walkers and bicyclists and reducing traffic congestion. Currently with so many students being driven to school, many parents are convinced that our existing traffic conditions make it unsafe for walking or bicycling and so they join in and continue to escalate the problem. We can reverse this process by implementing our SRTS Project and providing opportunities for everyone to become more physically active and to rely less on their cars. 
By reducing traffic congestion and motor vehicle emissions, our SRTS Project, in conjunction with our Tree Planting Project (picture G,H,I), will also benefit the environment and improve the quality of life for our entire community. Reducing the number of buses who are picking up students within walking proximity to the schools will also help in reducing vehicle emissions. By creating improvements to the infrastructure surrounding Yargo ES and Haymon-Morris MS  that reduce speeds and establish safer crosswalks, walkways, trails, and bikeways, our SRTS Project can improve safety not just for children, but for the whole community.
The Yargo/Haymon-Morris SRTS Infrastructure project will provide walkable facilities for over 1500 students and many more community members. With the implementation of safe routes and an educated community we can help ensure the safety of all students, including those with disabilities, who live nearby and choose to walk to Yargo Elementary or Haymon-Morris Middle School. Our SRTS project will enhance our students’ health and well-being, ease traffic congestion near the schools, improve air quality and improve all community members’ overall quality of life. 
