Paulding Northwest Atlanta Airport                             Draft Environmental Assessment
CHAPTER 2.  ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS
2.1	INTRODUCTION 
FAA Order 1050.1E and the Airport Environmental Handbook provide for the consideration of alternatives for a proposed action, including a “no-action” alternative.  The Airport Environmental Handbook states in part that the alternatives to be considered in the preparation of an EA should be considered “… to the degree commensurate with the nature of the proposed action.”
As discussed in Chapter 1 of this EA, implementation of the Proposed Action would meet the need and purpose for air service development, compliance with the ALP, and other demands for additional facilities.  The Proposed Action would include provisions for a Part 139 operating certificate and improvements to the runway, the taxiway system, multiple safety areas, and hangar facilities.
An alternative analysis was conducted as part of this EA.  The following section discusses the screening of the No-Action Alternative and the three reasonable build alternatives: implementations of all items in the Proposed Action consistent with the operation of commercial aircraft, implementation of those items consistent with operation of C-2 aircraft, and implementation of those items consistent with operation of B-2 aircraft.  Due to the inflexibility with airport design and facility modification, there are no viable alternate locations or designs for the project items.  The No-Action Alternative and the reasonable build alternatives were evaluated for their abilities to meet the Need and Purpose of the Proposed Action while minimizing environmental impacts.  The No-Action Alternative and the Preferred Build Alternative for the Proposed Action were carried forward for a full evaluation of potential environmental impacts, as described in Chapter 4, Environmental Consequences.
2.2	DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES
The No-Action Alternative and the reasonable build alternatives are described below.
Alternative 1 – No Action
Alternative 1 would represent the taking of no action to improve the Airport (Figure 2.1). The 630-acre facility includes a 5,500-foot by 100-foot runway, Instrument Landing System (ILS), 23,000-square foot terminal building, aircraft storage hangars, tie downs, and a fuel farm.
The No-Action Alternative would not result in any social or environmental impacts associated with construction of new facilities or operational changes at the Airport.  However, adverse economic impacts in the form of lost opportunities would be anticipated, associated with the lack of employment opportunities with the County and slow in growth at the Airport.  The No-Action Alternative does not meet the need and purpose of the Proposed Action, as documented in Chapter 1 of this EA.
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Alternative 2 – Implementation of All Proposed Actions
Alternative 2 includes all of the Proposed Actions:  Part 139 certification; Runway 13 threshold relocation, widening, and associated items; wildlife fencing; ARFF facility; mobile Air Traffic Control Tower and associated FAA airspace redesignation, RSA improvements, approach lighting system, temporary vehicle parking, and the corporate hangar, itinerant aircraft parking area and t-hangar and tie-down area expansions.  These items are primarily located within the existing terminal area and airfield. The land acquisition required for the ultimate RPZ would be implemented off current Airport property and the approach lighting system would partially be within undeveloped area of current Airport property (Figure 2.2).  Alternative 2 would meet the need and purpose of the Proposed Action.
Alternative 3 – Implementation of Actions to Support Operations by C-II Aircraft
Alternative 3 would include implementation of the Proposed Actions that would support operation of aircraft at a facility meeting C-II design guidelines.  The following items would be implemented as part of this alternative:  Runway 13 threshold relocation and associated items, wildlife fencing, ARFF facility, RSA improvements,  approach lighting system, and the corporate hangar, itinerant aircraft parking area and t-hangar and tie-down area expansions (Figure 2.3).  Implementation of these items would enhance safety, ensure compliance with FAA guidelines, and meet the demand for facilities required by general aviation aircraft.  However, implementation of these items without taking action to obtain Part 139 certification and to construct the improvements associated with the certification would not meet the need and purpose of accommodating a commercial air carrier. 
Alternative 4 – Implementation of Actions to Support Operations by B-II Aircraft 
Alternative 4 would include implementation of the Proposed Actions that would support operation of aircraft at a facility meeting B-II design guidelines  The following items would be implemented as part of this alternative: wildlife fencing, ARFF facility, RSA improvements, approach lighting systems, and the corporate hangar, itinerant aircraft parking area and t-hangar and tie-down area expansions (Figure 2.4).  Implementation of these items would enhance safety, ensure compliance with FAA guidelines, and meet the demand by general aviation aircraft.  However, implementation of these items without taking action to obtain Part 139 certification and to construct the improvements associated with the certification would not meet the need and purpose of accommodating a commercial air carrier.
2.3	CONCLUSION
Alternative 2 would meet the need and purpose of the Proposed Action.  No other alternatives would meet the need and purpose of the Proposed Action.  Therefore, Alternative 2 is recommended as the Preferred Build Alternative to be carried forward (together with the No-Action Alternative) for a more detailed environmental impact analysis, as discussed in Chapter 4 of this EA.
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