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Project Justification Statement
Pl # 222560- (Morgan and Oconee Counties)

SR 24/US 441 from the Madison Bypass to north of the Apalachee River Bridge

This project originated in the late 1980s as part of the US 441 corridor that was designated as a part of
the Governor’s Road Improvement Program (GRIP), with the goal of spurring economic development in
northern Morgan County and the city of Madison. In 2013, the SR 24/US 441 corridor was included as
part of the state’s Freight Corridor Network, providing a south-north through route in the east-central
portion of the state.

From south to north, current (2012) Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) for this corridor is 7,240 VPD
(Level of Service C) on the two-lane segment between the Madison Bypass and Sandy Creek Road; 7,250
VPD (LOS C) on the segment between Sandy Creek Road and Parsonage Road; and 6,510 VPD (LOS C) on
the segment between Parsonage Road and the Apalachee River Bridge. Future (2037) traffic volumes are
projected (using a 2% annual growth rate) to be 11,640 VPD (LOS D) on the two-lane segment between
the Madison Bypass and Sandy Creek Road; 11,657 VPD (LOS D) on the segment between Sandy Creek
Road and Parsonage Road; and 10,467 VPD (LOS D) on the segment between Parsonage Road and the
Apalachee River Bridge.

Currently, crash data for the SR 24/US 441 corridor is unavailable.

The Office of Planning recommends that the southern terminus for this project be located at US 441’s
intersection with SR 12/US 278, which will allow it to tie in with the existing four-lane divided facility
(Madison Bypass) located south of this point. The northern terminus is recommended to be located
immediately north of the Apalachee River Bridge in Oconee County, which will allow it to tie in with the
proposed four-lane divided facility (Pl # 122660-) located north of this point. Final determination of
logical termini will be dependent on the Office of Environmental Services coordinating with FHWA
during the NEPA process.

Per the Department’s Statewide Transportation Plan (SWTP), congestion is defined as LOS D and below.
The proposed project is needed to alleviate congestion along the SR 24/US 441 corridor and to better
accommodate current and future demand due to the route’s inclusion as part of the GRIP System and
the state’s Freight Corridor Network.
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