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GDOT Publications 
Policies & Procedures 

Policy: 6770-1- Multi Use Parallel Paths  
Section: Traffic Operations Reports To: Division of Permits & Ops 
Office/Department: Office of Traffic Operations Contact: 404-635-8048 
 

I. PURPOSE 

 

This policy provides guidance for the approval of local government sponsored paved multi use parallel 

paths (PPs) which are parallel to a state highway, within state right of way, and includes the use of 

Personal Transportation Vehicles (PTV).   

 

II. APPROVAL OF PARALLEL PATHS    

    

1. All permitted PPs and the use of PTVs must comply with GA Code 40-6-365 and GA Code 40-6-

368, including, but not limited to, the fact that all PTV Drivers must possess a valid driver’s 

license. 

2. All requests for PPs shall be made on behalf of the local government. 

3. All costs associated with the design, construction, operations, and maintenance of PPs shall be at no 

cost to GDOT. 

4. All approvals shall be in the form of a Special Encroachment Permit  (Refer to GDOT Policy 6755-11, 

Special Encroachment Permits on Interstate and Limited Access Right of Way) which shall among 

other elements, require: 

a. The applicant to indemnify the Department by a signed and executed Indemnity 

Agreement provided by the Department. 

b. The applicant to provide all maintenance, and repair of the PP, and any associated 

operational and maintenance hardware, by a signed Mowing and Maintenance 

Agreement or Intergovernmental Agreement (Refer to GDOT Policy 6755-9, Policy for 

Landscaping and Enhancements on GDOT Right of Way Section 2.1). 

5. All requests shall be made to the appropriate GDOT District Traffic Engineer and shall include: 

a. An overall trail network plan which is connective with existing and proposed trails and 

paths (Refer to GDOT Design Policy Manual Section 9.3). 

b. Plan set denoting possible utility impacts that may occur from the construction of the 

PPs. 

c. Plans which detail the proposed PPs, GDOT Right of Way, stream buffers, existing and 

proposed grades, drainage, existing vegetation impacted by trail construction, adjacent 

property owners names,  typical section(s), landscape design, paving detail, proposed  

signalization, signing and marking (Refer to GDOT Design Policy Manual and Pedestrian 

and Streetscape Guide). 

d. Traffic Impact Study (Refer to either GDOT Design Policy Manual Chapter 13 or 

Regulations for Driveway And Encroachment Control Manual Section 2.4). 

6. No PPs shall be approved on limited access right of way. 

https://advance.lexis.com/container/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=6e9a1652-806a-4193-9ebe-f6d3da601e2d&pdtocsearchterm=40-6-365&pdtocsearchoption=docsonly&pdsearchterms=&pdtypeofsearch=TOCSearchDoc&pdfilterstring=MTA5MTIwMw&pdtocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Ftableofcontents%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A7YJ8-39M0-Y905-D000-00008-00&pdbcts=1562697136719&config=00JABlN2Q2OTIwYi1kMjQwLTQxMWEtOWM1YS00MzUwY2MzYjQ5ZTAKAFBvZENhdGFsb2eiEwC2ZWq2J6k0Uwbdk8jZ&ecomp=k3v8kkk&prid=2c586f62-1c30-4207-9f68-d5f15c7c7acb
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=291ada3f-6d20-4093-ad39-854efc53a9e7&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5WF7-T1Y0-004D-802F-00008-00&pddocid=urn%3AcontentItem%3A5WF7-T1Y0-004D-802F-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234186&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=k5x8kkk&earg=sr0&prid=2d550e4a-f0cb-4024-861d-e7db4e3fb583
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=291ada3f-6d20-4093-ad39-854efc53a9e7&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5WF7-T1Y0-004D-802F-00008-00&pddocid=urn%3AcontentItem%3A5WF7-T1Y0-004D-802F-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234186&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=k5x8kkk&earg=sr0&prid=2d550e4a-f0cb-4024-861d-e7db4e3fb583
http://mydocs.dot.ga.gov/info/gdotpubs/Publications/6755-11.pdf
http://mydocs.dot.ga.gov/info/gdotpubs/Publications/6755-11.pdf
http://mydocs.dot.ga.gov/info/gdotpubs/Publications/6755-9.pdf#2
http://mydocs.dot.ga.gov/info/gdotpubs/Publications/6755-9.pdf#2
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/DesignPolicy/GDOT-DPM.pdf
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/DesignPolicy/GDOT-DPM.pdf
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/TrafficOps/GDOT%20Pedestrian%20and%20Streetscape%20Guide.pdf
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/TrafficOps/GDOT%20Pedestrian%20and%20Streetscape%20Guide.pdf
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/DesignPolicy/GDOT-DPM.pdf
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/Encroachment/Driveway.pdf
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7. All PPs which deviate from the rights of way onto private property must acquire an easement 

agreement before construction. 

8. All PPs shall be restricted to roadways with a posted speed limit of 55 mph or less. 

9. All PPs shall be designed for 30 mph, with a PP speed limit of 25 mph (GA Code 40-6-368). 

10. The final determination of whether a Parallel Path may be implemented along GDOT right of way 

shall be at the discretion of the GDOT District Engineer for that District (or their designee). 

 

III. DESIGN ELEMENTS 

 

1. All costs associated with the design, construction, operations, and maintenance of PPs shall be at 

no cost to GDOT. 

2. All PPs shall have a minimum width of 10’ with 2’ shoulders and meet the minimum buffer 

requirement for posted roadway speed (ASSHTO Roadside Design Guide).  

  

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=291ada3f-6d20-4093-ad39-854efc53a9e7&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5WF7-T1Y0-004D-802F-00008-00&pddocid=urn%3AcontentItem%3A5WF7-T1Y0-004D-802F-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234186&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=k5x8kkk&earg=sr0&prid=2d550e4a-f0cb-4024-861d-e7db4e3fb583
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3. Landscaping along the paths shall meet GDOT requirements (Refer to GDOT Policy 6755-9, Policy 

for Landscaping and Enhancements on GDOT Right of Way) and the clear zone requirements 

according to the table below. 

 

4. PPs shall only be permitted to cross intersections, meeting the following requirements: 

a. Signalized: 

 Speed limit of side street must be at or less than 35 mph 

b. Unsignalized: 

 Speed limit of crossing street should be at or less than 35 mph 

 Traffic volume of less than 5,000 ADT for crossing street 

5. All PPs shall meet all applicable ADA requirements (AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle 

Facilities 5.1.1).  

http://mydocs.dot.ga.gov/info/gdotpubs/Publications/6755-9.pdf
http://mydocs.dot.ga.gov/info/gdotpubs/Publications/6755-9.pdf
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