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First Use Date 2001 Specifications:  May 17, 2006 
Revised:  December 8, 2008 

January 10, 2014 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

SUPPLEMENTAL SPECIFICATION 

Section 107—Legal Regulations and Responsibility to the Public 

Delete Subsection 107.21 and Substitute the following: 

107.21—Contractor’s Worksite Utility Coordination Supervisor 
107.21 General Description 

The Contractor shall designate, prior to beginning any work, a Worksite Utility Coordination Supervisor (WUCS) who shall 
be responsible for initiating and conducting utility coordination meetings and accurately recording and reporting the progress 
of utility relocations and adjustment work.  Also, the WUCS shall prepare an Emergency Response Plan for the purpose of 
planning, training, and communicating among the agencies responding to the emergency.  The WUCS shall be the primary 
point of contact between all of the Utility companies, the Contractor and the Department.  The WUCS shall recommend the 
rate of reoccurrence for utility coordination meetings and the Engineer will have the final decision on the regularity for utility 
coordination meetings.  In no case will utility coordination meetings occur less than monthly until controlling items of utility 
relocations and adjustment milestones are completed.  The WUCS shall contact each of the utility companies for the purpose 
of obtaining information including, but not limited to, a Utility Adjustment Schedule for the controlling items of utility 
relocations and adjustments. The WUCS shall notify the appropriate utility company and/or utility subcontractors and the 
Department of the status of controlling items of relocations and adjustment milestones as they are completed.  The WUCS 
shall furnish the Engineer, for approval, a Progress Schedule Chart, immediately following the receipt of the Notice to 
Proceed unless otherwise specified, which includes the utility companies controlling items of work and other information in 
accordance with Section 108.03 or elsewhere in the Contract documents.   

A.  Qualifications 

The WUCS shall be an employee of the Prime Contractor, shall have at least one year experience directly related to highway 
and utility construction in a supervisory capacity and have a complete understanding of the Georgia Utilities Protection 
Center operations, and shall be knowledgeable of the High-voltage Safety Act and shall be trained on the Georgia Utility 
Facility Protection Act (GUFPA).  The Department does not provide any training on GUFPA but will maintain a list of the 
Georgia Public Service Commission certified training programs developed by other agencies.  Currently the following 
companies offer approved GUFPA training programs: 

Associated Damage Consultants 

Phone: 706.234.8218 or 706.853.1362   

Georgia Utility Contractors Association 

Phone: 404.362.9995   
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Georgia Utilities Protection Center 

Phone: 678.291.0631 or 404.375.6209   

H B Training & Consulting 

Phone:  706.619.1669 or 877.442.4282 (Toll Free) 

   

The Prime Contractor is responsible for obtaining the GUFPA training for their employees.  

Questions concerning the Georgia Public Service Commission GUFPA training program should be directed to:  

 Georgia Public Service Commission 

 244 Washington St. SW 

 Atlanta, GA 30334-5701 

 404.463.9784   

B.  Ticket Status 

During the utility coordination meetings the WUCS shall collect and maintain the Ticket Status information to determine the 
status of all locate requests within the project limits.  This information will be used to assure those planning to use 
mechanized equipment to excavate or work within the project limits are prepared to begin work when they have reported or 
estimated beginning work.  At points where the Contractor’s or utility company’s operations are adjacent to or conflict with 
overhead or underground utility facilities, or are adjacent to other property, damage to which might result in considerable 
expense, loss, or inconvenience, work shall not commence until all arrangements necessary for the protection thereof have 
been made. 

C. Notice 

The names of known utility companies and the location of known utility facilities will be shown on the Plans, or listed in the 
Subsurface Utility Engineering Investigation if performed or in the Special Provisions; and the WUCS shall give 24-hour 
notice to such utility companies before commencing work adjacent to said utility facilities which may result in damage 
thereto.   The WUCS shall further notify utility companies of any changes in the Contractor’s work schedules affecting 
required action by the utility company to protect or adjust their facilities. Notice to the utility companies by the Department 
of the Award of Contract, under Subsection 105.06, shall not be deemed to satisfy the notice required by this paragraph.  
Furthermore, this 24-hour notice shall not satisfy or fulfill the requirements of the Contractor as stated in Chapter 9 of Title 
25 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, known as the "Georgia Utility Facility Protection Act”. 

D.  Agenda 

The WUCS shall cooperate with the companies of any underground or overhead utility facilities in their removal and 
relocations or adjustment work in order that these operations may progress in a reasonable manner, that duplication of their 
removal and relocations or adjustment work may be reduced to a minimum, and services rendered by those parties will not be 
unnecessarily interrupted. To promote this effort the WUCS shall prepare an agenda for the utility coordination meetings and 
circulate same in advance of the meeting to encourage input and participation from all of the utility companies.  The agenda 
will be prepared by an examination of the project site and may include photographs of potential/actual utility conflicts.   
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E.  Emergency Response Plan  

The WUCS shall prepare an Emergency Response Plan within 30 days following the receipt of the Notice to Proceed.  The 
WUCS shall clearly mark and highlight the gas, water and other pressurized pipeline shut-off valves and other utility services 
including overhead switch locations on the utility plans; and prepare a chart to indicate the location of each site (Street 
address or intersections), the utility company or operator of the facility with emergency contact information and the working 
condition of the device to facilitate prompt shut-off.  The WUCS shall post the Emergency Response Plan in an area readily 
accessible to the Department.  In the event of interruption to gas, water or other utility services as a result of accidental 
breakage or as a result of being exposed or unsupported, the WUCS shall promptly notify the appropriate emergency 
officials, the Georgia Utilities Protection Center and the appropriate utility facility company or operator, if known.  Until 
such time as the damage has been repaired, no person shall engage in excavating or blasting activities that may cause further 
damage to the utility facility.  

F.  Submission 

Provisions for reporting all utility coordination meetings, the progress of utility relocation and adjustment work milestones 
and ticket status information will be reported on a form developed by the WUCS and will be distributed by the WUCS to all 
of the utility companies as milestones are met and shall be included as part of the project records. These reports shall be 
delivered to the Engineer for review, on a monthly basis.  The WUCS shall immediately report to the Engineer any delay 
between the utility relocation and adjustment work, the existing Utility Adjustment Schedule, or the proposed Utility 
Adjustment Schedule so that these differences can be reconciled. 

G.  Delays 

Delays and interruptions to the controlling Item or Items of The Work caused by the adjustment or repair of water, gas, or 
other utility appurtenances and property will be considered for an extension of Contract Time as provided in Subsection 
108.07.E unless such delays are due to the negligence of the Contractor. 

H.   Facilities Supported on Bridges 

If the utility facilities are to be supported on bridges, the following provisions shall apply: 

1. The Plans will show the location of the facility and the auxiliary items necessary to support the facility. 

2. The Contractor constructing the bridge shall install anchor bolts, thimbles, inserts, or other auxiliary items attached to 
the bridge as a part of the support for the utility facility. The Utility Company shall furnish these auxiliary items, 
unless the Contract indicates these items are to be furnished by the Contractor as a part of the bridge construction. 

3. The Utility or its subcontractor constructing the utility facility shall install hanger rods, pipe rollers, and other 
attachments necessary for the support of the utility facility as indicated on the Plans. The Utility Company shall 
furnish these attachments at no cost to the Department or the prime contractor unless otherwise specified. This work 
shall also include: 

a. Caulking the openings around the utility where it passes through endwalls to prevent the passage of undesirable 
materials. 

b. Painting the exposed portions of utility supports unless such supports are corrosion resistant. Painting shall be done 
in accordance with the applicable portions of Section 535, unless otherwise specified. 

4. The sequence of bridge construction work may be set forth in the Plans and/or the Special Provisions and will show at 
what stage of the Work a utility company will be allowed to make the utility installation. Further, all or any portion of 
The Work under Subsection 107.21.H.3 may be included in the bridge Contract by the Plans and/or the Special 
Provisions. 
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5. Any damage to the bridge structure caused by the utility installation shall be repaired to the satisfaction of the
Engineer at the expense of the Utility or its subcontractor installing the utility facility.

I.  Clearances 

The Plans provide for at least minimum clearance of utilities as required by the National Electrical Safety Code, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, and National Bureau of Standards. Any additional clearance the Contractor may desire or require 
in performing The Work shall be arranged by the Contractor with the utility company. The Department will pay no extra 
compensation for such additional clearances. 

J.  Utility Relocation Progress Schedule 

The purpose of the Utility Adjustment Schedule is to provide the Contractor with the pertinent information, including any 
utility staging required, dependent activities, or joint-use coordination that is required for the creation of a feasible progress 
schedule. A suitable Utility Adjustment Schedule form is available from the Department for the WUCS to circulate to utility 
companies for any proposed project construction staging or should a utility company not duly file a Utility Adjustment 
Schedule to the Department during the preconstruction phase of the project. The WUCS shall submit a Utility Relocation 
Progress Schedule showing together the Progress Schedule Chart referenced in Section 108.03 and the proposed Utility 
Adjustment Schedules from all utility companies to the Engineer for review and approval. Copies of existing Utility 
Adjustment Schedules with utility companies having facilities on this project will be made available at the Georgia 
Department of Transportation, Office of Construction Bidding Administration, located at One Georgia Center, 600 West 
Peachtree Street, NW, Atlanta, GA 30308, for examination by the Contractor. The Utility Adjustment Schedules are available 
on-line at: http://www.dot.ga.gov/doingbusiness/contractors/Pages/default.aspx  

K.  Compensation 

There will be no separate measurement or payment for this Work. The cost associated with this Work shall be included in the 
overall Bid submitted. 




