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Figure 1. Project Location Map
Phase I Archaeological Survey for Interstate 285 Ramps

at Riverside Drive, Fulton County, Georgia.
P.I. No. 0010925
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Figure 2. USGS Topographic Map
Phase I Archaeological Survey for Interstate 285 Ramps

at Riverside Drive, Fulton County, Georgia.
P.I. No. 0010925
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Figure 3. Partial view of APE at the ramp from I-285 eastbound and Riverside Drive, facing north. 

 
Figure 4. Partial view of APE at the intersection of Coldstream Court and Riverside Drive, facing south. 

 



 

Figure 5. Partial view of APE at the intersection of Heards Ferry Road and Riverside Drive, facing east. 

 

Figure 6. Partial view of APE at Transect 8 Shovel Test 4, facing east. 

 



Phase I Archaeological Survey for Interstate 285  

Ramps to Riverside Drive, Fulton County, Georgia, 

P.I. No. 0010925 

Project Description, Previous Surveys, and References Cited 
 

P r o j e c t  D e s c r i p t i o n  

 

The proposed project is located on Riverside Drive at the interchange with I-285 in Fulton County, 

Georgia and is within the city limits of Sandy Springs. The project consists of safety improvements to the 

existing interchange, which will convert the two existing signalized intersections at each ramp terminal 

with roundabouts.   

  

The current roadway configuration of Riverside Drive consists of one, twelve foot lane in each direction 

and traffic signals at the ramp termini. There are no left turn lanes at the intersections with the I-285 

entrance ramps, resulting in left turning vehicles blocking the through movements to enter I-285. The 

existing bridge only provides for two lanes of traffic, one northbound and one southbound. The eastbound 

and westbound I-285 off ramps each consist of a single, sixteen foot lane. There are no existing sidewalks 

approaching the bridge; however, there are existing sidewalks on the bridge itself. The existing right-of-

way along Riverside Drive varies from 50 to 100 feet.   

  

The proposed project will convert the signalized intersections at the ramp termini to single lane 

roundabouts, one at each intersection. The two roundabouts will be constructed, one on the north side of 

I-285 and one on the south side of I-285. This configuration prevents traffic from circling completely 

around each roundabout, instead forcing vehicles that enter the roundabout to cross the bridge over the 

interstate and into the second roundabout on the opposite side. The advantage of this configuration is that 

traffic crossing the bridge does not have to yield to other vehicles within the approaching roundabout. 

Each approach to the roundabout will be widened to two lanes with one lane entering the roundabout and 

the other serving as a right turn lane. Sidewalks will be added to both sides of the roadway along 

Riverside Driveway within the limits of the project. The project is approximately .5 mile in length.   

  

The project may also include auxiliary lanes along Riverside Drive between I-285 WB ramps and Heards 

Ferry Road including intersection modification at the Heards Ferry Road intersection to improve traffic 

operations. If the auxiliary lanes are included, it would entail a northbound lane approximately 900 feet in 

length from the northern roundabout to Heards Ferry and a 700-foot southbound lane from Heards Ferry 

to the right turn lane for the northern roundabout. The surveyed ESC area included the possible auxiliary 

lanes.  

 

The project will also include routine rehabilitation of the existing bridge. This work includes replacement 

of the joints at bent 2 and abutments 1 and 5. All construction joints will be resealed and the bridge deck 

will be sealed with a two-part polymer overlay. Concrete spalling will be repaired on bents 3 & 4 and 

abutment 5. 

 

The required Right-of-Way (ROW), construction easements, and driveway easements are as follows: 

 

Table 1. Riverside Drive ROW & Easement without Auxiliary Lanes 

ROW Constr. Easmt. Driveway Easmt. 

1,520 square feet 18,542 square feet 7,310 square feet 

 

. 

 



 

Table 2. Riverside Drive ROW & Easement with Auxiliary Lanes 

ROW Constr. Easmt. Driveway Easmt. 

25,904 square feet 54,339 square feet 13,293 square feet 

 

 

P r e v i o u s  S u r v e y s   
 

In 1987, GDOT archaeologists surveyed for the widening of I-285 at I-285 and Riverside Drive. No 

cultural materials were recovered (Bowen 1987). In 1998, GDOT surveyed along the ramps to and from 

Riverside Drive and I-285 for sound barriers and located no cultural materials (Fleming 1998). GDOT 

also surveyed the Riverside Drive bridge over I-285 in 1999 and no cultural materials were found 

(Pomfret 1999). Archaeologists from Edwards-Pitman Environmental, Inc. performed a Phase I survey 

for the proposed Revive 285 project in 2011 (Lewis 2012). The 2011 survey area passed through the 

current project area along I-285 at the exit ramps from Riverside Drive. No cultural materials were 

located in the vicinity of Riverside Drive during the 2011 survey.       
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LYNN MARIE PIETAK, PH.D. 
 
 
POSITION:     Archaeology Group Manager 
 
EDUCATION:     B.A. Anthropology (1983) 
      The Johns Hopkins University 
 
      M.A. Anthropology (1989) 
      New York University 
 
      Ph.D. Anthropology (1995) 
      University of Virginia 
EXPERIENCE: 
 
Dr. Pietak serves as the Archaeology Group Manager for the firm.  She has thirty years of experience and 
training in historical, prehistoric, and urban archaeology and has conducted many large-scale surveys and 
testing and excavation projects. Dr. Pietak has worked throughout the South and Northeast and has 
participated in projects in the Midwest, California, St. Croix, and France. She has worked with federal, 
state, and private entities in preparing documents in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966.   
 
Prior to joining the firm, Dr. Pietak served in a similar capacity at another firm.  Her work as a Senior 
Archaeologist has involved project management, client and regulatory liaison, fieldwork and laboratory 
supervision, archival and background research, and coordination with other team members, including 
environmental and preservation planning staff.  
 
Dr. Pietak has served as Principal Investigator, Project Manager or Field Director for various 
transportation and other types of projects, including: 
 

o Data Recovery at 9SP161:  serving as Project Manager for this data recovery project conducted 
in Spalding County, Georgia. 

o Cultural and Natural Assessments for Borrow/Stockpile/Disposal Sites:  acting as 
Archaeology Manager for this long-term, statewide contract for the Georgia Department of 
Transportation. 

o Data Recovery at 9CK1:  served as Project Manager and Co-Principal Investigator for this large-
scale excavation in Cherokee County, Georgia for the SR 372 bridge replacement over the 
Etowah River. 

o US 78/SR 10 Widening and the US 78 Crawford/Lexington Bypass, Clarke and Oglethorpe 
Counties, Georgia:  acted as Project Manager for this Phase I archaeological survey and Phase II 
archaeological testing for the proposed widening and new location project.  Additional survey 
work for the widening is currently underway. 

o Greensboro Bypass, Greene County, Georgia:  served as Project Manager and Principal 
Investigator for additional survey of the bypass corridor realignment and for the archaeological 
testing of six potentially eligible sites. 

o Atlanta BeltLine, Fulton County, Georgia:  acted as Project Manager for the archaeological 
resources assessment included with the cultural resources survey report and other documentation 
for the Tier 1 EIS.  Additional work for the trail corridors is currently underway. 
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