


PROJECT BR000-0001-00(220) WHEELER COUNTY 
PI NO. 0001220 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
 
Project Number BR000-0001-00(220) will replace and widen the structurally deficient bridge 
located on SR 31/US 319/US 441 over Heart of Georgia Railroad in western Wheeler County, 
northeast of McRae, GA.  
 
SR 31/US 441/US 319 is a two-lane roadway with two 12-foot lanes and rural shoulders. The 
existing bridge over the Heart of Georgia Railroad contains two 11.85-foot travel lanes and a 
parapet with 1.25-foot clearance on each side for a total bridge width of 26.5 foot. 
 
The proposed design consists of replacing the existing bridge over the Heart of Georgia Railroad 
with two 12-foot lanes and 10-foot shoulders on the bridge. The typical section for SR 31/US 
441/US 319 will consist of two 12-foot lanes and 10-foot rural shoulder in each direction with 
6.5-foot being paved. The proposed project length is approximately 0.87 mile at road inventory 
milepost 0.22. 
 
The existing bridge over Heart of Georgia Railroad was constructed in 1937 and is in need of 
replacement due to inadequate load limits and a low sufficiency rating of 4.00. The existing 
problems include corroded supports, bearing plates, and beam ends. There are cracks in the 
roadway, wood pilings, and cracks on the wall under the bridge. The existing bridge is being 
considered for replacement as per DOT policy 2405-1. 
 
Replacing the existing deficient load rating bridge with a modern bridge with improved design 
and load standards will improve the operation and safety of this corridor.   
 
The proposed project is a small section of the McRae Bypass (Georgia DOT project  
EDS00-0441-00(012)(013), PI No. 531100- and 561470-), which has been placed in Long Range 
status. 
 
The Department is currently investigating whether the project can be constructed under traffic. If 
it is determined that a detour route is necessary, the potential detour route presented will be 
considered. 



 
Detour Route Summary 

 
Heart of Georgia (HOG) Railroad Bridge Replacement 
SR 31/US 319/US 441 @ HOG Railroad Near McRae 

 
Project No. BR000-0001-00(220) Wheeler County; P.I. No. 0001220    
 
Description: This project proposes to replace the existing SR 31/US 319/US 441 bridge over the 
Heart of Georgia railroad property.  This detour route summary is intended to give a written 
description/direction of the detour outlined on the detour plan.   
 
From Laurens County to McRae: Length-23.6 miles 

• From SR 46, head towards SR 126, (0.2 miles)   
• Make right on SR 126, (9.8 miles) 
• Turn right on SR 30/US 280, (2.0 miles) 
• Turn slight left on SR 149, (7 miles) 
• Turn right onto US 23 N/US 341 N/ Golden Isles HWY, (4.5 miles) 
• Turn left onto S 3rd Ave/US 280/SR 30, (0.1 miles) 
• End at McRae, GA. 

 
From Alamo to McRae:  Length- 13.5 miles 

• Start out going northwest on GA-126 towards US 280 
• Turn left onto US 280/SR 30, (2.0 miles) 
• Turn slight left on SR 149, (7.0 miles) 
• Turn right onto US 23 N/US 341 N/SR 27/ Golden Isles Hwy, (4.5 miles) 
• Turn Left onto S 3rd Ave/US 280/SR 30 and end at McRae, GA. 

 
Detour Usage: 1-3 months   
Detour Recommendation: GDOT Urban Design and District 5. 
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Mail To: 
Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental/Location Engineer 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
3993 Aviation Circle 

Atlanta, GA 30336-1593 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
Public Information Open House Comment Card 

Project BR000-0001-00(220), Wheeler County, P.I. No. 0001220 
June 11, 2009  

Please print responses. 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

             

Do you support the project?         For      Against     Conditional       Uncommitted 
Comments   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

How will this potential off-site detour route affect you?  No Affect      Some Affect     May Affect 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

         
How did you hear about this meeting?  Radio     Newspaper     Signs     Word of Mouth    

 Other _________________________________________ 

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?  Yes   No 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?  Yes  No  

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you.  _______________________ 

Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel?  Yes  No 

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting?  Yes  No  

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


